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(Ji) THE STJPPBESSION OF THE SOCIALISTS (FEBWABY 1934)

In February 1934 Austria passed through the first of the two
dramatic crises which marked out the year 1934 as the culminating
point of a long tragedy. The bitterly fought-out struggle between
Socialist and Government forces in Vienna shocked public opinion
throughout the world, but many observers saw in it the inevitable
outcome of political developments in Austria since Dr. Dollfuss had
formed his first Government in May 1932. It has been indicated1 that
the admission of the Heimwehr into the Government Coalition in
May 1932 made it more improbable than ever that the traditional
riffc between the Social Democrats and the Christian Socials would be
bridged over in order to permit of a widening of the basis of support
for the Government. The Social Democrats remained in opposition,
and as the months passed it became increasingly clear that the
repressive measures which were being taken by the authorities were
directed against the Socialists no less than against the Nazis. Thus
Social Democrats and Communists as well as National Socialists were
forbidden towards the end of October 1932 to hold political meetings
or demonstrations,2 and in February 1933 searches for arms were
carried out by the police in Socialist quarters of Vienna. After the
suspension of Parliamentary Government in March 1933,3 the
Socialists, Communists and Nazis all suffered alike from the applica-
tion of emergency decrees restricting their activities. The Social
Democrat Press was subjected to strict censorship, and the public
sale of their principal organ the Arbeiter-Zeitung was prohibited from
time to time. At the end of March the Heimwehr leader Prince
Starhemberg, in a public speech at Innsbruck, demanded as a condi-
tion of the continued collaboration of the Heimwehr with the
Government the disbandment of the Socialist semi-military associa-
tion, the Schutzbund, and the replacement of the principal Socialist
civic officials in Vienna by State Commissioners. On the 31st March,
1933, the Government ordered the dissolution of the Schutzbund, on
the ground that members of that association had recently been in
conflict with state forces, and that documentary evidence had been
found which proved that the Schutzbund in the Tirol were planning
armed resistance to the Government. The Socialist demonstration
which customarily took place on cLabour Day', the 1st May, was
prohibited, and the alleged discovery of a Communist plot for a rising
on that day was given as the ground for the arrest of some hundreds
of persons throughout the country and the issue of a decree declaring

1 See pp. 429-31, above.       2 See p, 432, above.      3 See p. 435, above.